Rianne van Gageldonk-Lafeber Personal Statement

My name is Rianne van Gageldonk-Lafeber (PhD). I’'m an
epidemiologist and head of the department for respiratory
infections within the Centre for Infectious Disease Control
(Clb) at the National Institute of Public Health and the
Environment (RIVM) in the Netherlands.

My team and | are responsible for the comprehensive
surveillance of influenza, RSV, SARS-CoV-2, and other respiratory pathogens. This
integrated approach includes using epidemiological, virological, molecular, and
participatory surveillance data to produce a (complete) overview of the epidemiology of
respiratory infections and pathogens.

Each week, we publish an update of the respiratory surveillance data on our website
(Actuele situatie luchtweginfecties | RIVM - in Dutch), providing actionable insights for
both healthcare professionals and the general public. These reports inform stakeholders
about (amongst others) the start of the annual influenza epidemic. In addition, the
information is used to educate the public on hygiene measures and guide general advice
for people with symptoms, such as staying at home when ill and to avoid contact with
individuals who are at higher risk of severe illness from a respiratory infection.

My department integrates data from multiple surveillance sources, including GP sentinel
surveillance, laboratory surveillance, participatory surveillance (Infectieradar —in Dutch)
and mortality monitoring (Monitoring sterftecijfers Nederland | RIVM.- in Dutch). In
addition, we are actively working on establishing SARI surveillance in hospitals. As a first
step, we now receive weekly data on the number of SARI-patients admitted at the ICU
(Clearer overview of the severity of respiratory infections | RIVM).

We recently, conducted an evaluation of the respiratory surveillance of influenza and RSV
in the Netherlands. In this process, we focused on the objectives of surveillance in
relation to public health actions (surveillance=data for action). We assessed the extent
to which the collected data contributes to possible public health actions, which data
sources are complementary, and whatinformationis still missing. This aligns closely with
the objective the ECDC working group, led by Nick Bundle, that was established because
of the upcoming update of the guidance on respiratory virus surveillance in the EU/EEA. |
am a member of this working group.
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Education

2011 Ph.D. Vrije Universiteit (VU) Amsterdam. Thesis title: Enhancing
surveillance for control of respiratory infections in the Netherlands (Ph.D. mentors prof.
dr. F.G. Schellevis, prof. dr. M.A.B. van der Sande, and dr.ir. |.M. van der Lubben)
Enhancing surveillance for control of respiratory infections in the Netherlands - Vrije

Universiteit Amsterdam

1992-1996 Radboud University Nijmegen, Biomedical Sciences (specialisation:
Epidemiology)

Professional Positions

2020 - present Head department Respiratory Infections, Centre for Infectious Disease
Epidemiology and Surveillance, RIVM.

2002-2020 (Senior) researcher/epidemiologist department Respiratory Infections
2019-2020 Programme coordinator, Centre for Population Screening, RIVM
1997-2002 Researcher, Immunology of Infectious Diseases and Vaccines, RIVM

1996-1997 Researcher department general practice, Utrecht University
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